Editorial
During 2013 we will celebrate the 80th anniversary of the launch of the steam tug CODECO (ship no 111) by the crane Titan
at Cockatoo Island shipyards on 27 June 1933. CODECO, renamed soon after launching to Wattle is now one of the few
compound steam engine harbour tugs left in the world.
While Wattle is a small harbour tug she is of historical interest. Her genesis is associated with the later days of the Great
Depression, the change from a Labour to conservative national government and the privatisation of the Cockatoo Island
dockyard facility. The construction of ship number 111 during 1932 and 1933 (to be known for a short period as CODECO
and then Wattle) was essentially a make work venture with a dual purpose of continuing the employment of skilled tradesmen
at Cockatoo and as part of the package to make the shipyard attractive to a future private leaseholder. The ship was built and
funded by the Commonwealth Government without a buyer in mind and without a specific purpose. However, by coincidence
an accident by an RAN tug focussed the Navy’s attention on the near completed CODECO as a possible replacement.
Consequently Cabinet approved the transfer of CODECO to the RAN at no cost in December 1933 and she was renamed
Wattle in April 1934 to become a non commissioned vessel of the RAN.
For the next 36 years the Wattle served the RAN variously as a target tow vessel, a general purpose tug and during WWII
was involved in de gaussing experiments. Other than official records, mainly from National Australia Archives, we have
virtually no first hand eye witness accounts of the building of CODECO or the service of the Wattle during its RAN days.
Fortunately we have interviewed Graeme Andrews who recalled his time in the RAN, including duty on the Wattle in the late
1960’s and is reported in the previous September 2012 issue of Steamlines. In this current issue Graeme completes his story
recalling the early days of the Sydney Heritage Fleet and the transfer of the Wattle from the RAN to a small group of Sydney
based enthusiasts in 1970.
In future issues during this birthday year we will publish an interview with Warwick Turner, one of the Sydney based
enthusiasts responsible for saving the Wattle from the scrap heap and her transfer from the RAN. These enthusiasts were also
heavily involved in the restoration of other steam ships and the eventual formation of the Sydney Heritage Fleet. To complete
this history cycle we have also interviewed Leigh Doeg the person responsible for bringing the Wattle to Melbourne and
restoring her to a state where she operated successfully during the 1980s as a charter vessel on Port Philip. His interview will
follow that of Warwick and thus provide us with first hand accounts of different and important periods in the life of the
Wattle.
In this issue of Steamlines we also note the passing of people who have been involved in the operation and restoration of the
Wattle. These reflections raise questions about where the Wattle will be in another twenty or thirty years time and where will
the volunteers come from who have the necessary skills and knowledge to maintain her? In addition to the Wattle BSMM
has now committed to the restoration of a 1922 Admirals Barge (details on page 7) – the Janet. More volunteers needed!
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From the Bridge
Tony Lewis Chairman of the BSMM Board

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
To the AGM of Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd held on 24 NOVEMBER, 2012.
In over twelve years association with the Museum, I don’t think I have seen a year in which we have
achieved so much and developed such an air of enthusiasm among our volunteers. There seems to me to
be a new spirit among us, an air of expectation and a feeling that “we may be getting there” in our endeavours to return
Wattle to the waters of the river and the Bay.
None of this would have been possible of course without the ongoing support of Sorrento Steam and we extend our heartfelt
thanks to them for their enthusiastic backing of our efforts. To our other sponsors, donors and benefactors such as Places
Victoria, International Paints, Austwide Safety, Melbourne City Council and Waterside Engineering, we also extend our
thanks and appreciation.
The steady progress we are making on the ship has seen virtual completion of the forward compartment where painting has
commenced, the partial replacement of frames and plates under the boiler, replacement of refurbished pumps and other
fittings in the Engine Room, commencement of repairs to the rudder box and the complete removal of all ballast from the
ship. Work is underway on repairing the foredeck timbers and several wooden elements have already been repaired and
finished.
We have a tidier, safer and more efficient yard and workshop set-up than we had when the year started.
Some of our members have completed instruction in the on-line cataloguing system of Victorian Collections and have been
instrumental in cataloguing a number of artefacts and books in our collection.
We have been represented at the Australian Maritime Museum Council Conference in Sydney, the Maritime Museums of
Victoria and at meetings with Melbourne City Council, Places Victoria and the National Trust to explore a Transport
Museum for Melbourne. Our members have presented papers to bodies such as the Maritime Heritage Association of
Victoria, the Maritime Archaeology Association of Victoria and to other organizations and societies.
One of the highlights of the year was our hosting of the Austin 7 Club’s Rally to celebrate the 90 th birthday of the Austin 7.
Over 40 Austin 7s were on display and we played host to over 100 enthusiasts. While the day was adjudged a great success
socially, we didn’t achieve the publicity or boost in membership that we had hoped for.
Despite that, the number of active members has increased in the past year. Five additional hands-on volunteers have seen our
Saturday attendances reach as high as 18 and 20, although 12 – 13 is a more normal figure. Out total membership has risen to
113. One of the pleasing aspects of the arrival of the new volunteers is that they are all from a younger cohort and have
lowered the average age of volunteers.
We were approached by the National Trust to take over completion of the refurbishment of the Motor Barge Janet. Janet is a
timber boat, 11 metres long, built in 1922, used by the Navy until1947, later donated to the National Trust and partially
restored by the Boat Building School at Victoria University. After discussions with Sorrento Steam and considerable
negotiations with the Trust, we have organized for Sorrento Steam to buy Janet and we will assume responsibility for the
completion of the works. The Board has indicated that this may not happen for some time – our priority is and remains on the
Wattle. Only after she is up and running will our resources be directed at Janet.
All in all, this has been, I repeat, a very good year. As volunteers, we can all take pride in what we have achieved in 2012 and
look forward to even more achievements in our 80th birthday year 2013. In that year we will continue our work on Wattle and
will undoubtedly see the end of hull refurbishment and a start on other things more manageable to us as volunteers. We will
also give greater emphasis to recruitment; our greatest need at this stage is to add numbers and youth to the Museum and we
will embark on a recruitment campaign to try to satisfy that need. We also plan, as part of that campaign, to host another
event such as the Austin 7 Rally to boost our profile.
In closing, I would like to express my thanks to the other members of the Board for their support and stimulus throughout the
year and to the body of volunteers who make this such an exciting, enjoyable and energizing venture.
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Restoration Report to the AGM
Anthony Mansfield Project Manager
Project Managers Annual Report 2012
My quarterly reports in Steamlines newsletter tend to focus on the immediate activities
we have been involved in and the progress of specific tasks. In this annual report
however I shall try to concentrate more on the overall picture and how we are
travelling.
Scope
When I took over the role of project manager I spent a while writing up a job list, to varying levels of detail, to figure out
what the scope of this job would be. To date there has not been too much variation, the main items of note are that we don’t
have to fully replace the timber on the fore deck but we do have more needle gunning and painting in the bilges. Most of the
major items, such as steel replacement in the hull and boiler work have not changed to any great extent.
Schedule
The schedule on the other hand is changing. When I first wrote out the schedule I did it with the perspective of a commercial
shipyard with allowance for our particular situation. As it has turned out I was being somewhat optimistic about the amount
of work we would be able to get done each month, both from volunteers and contractors. Having said that, I also built a fair
bit of extra time into the schedule knowing that this might occur. As a result we are still within striking distance of our first
major target of having the ship watertight again by June 2013 and I plan to continue working towards this.
Budget
We are actually running slightly under my proposed budget for the last financial year and this is related to a) gradually falling
behind the original schedule, and b) not having Waterside onsite quite as much as we originally intended.
I think we are however getting value for Sorrento Steam’s money in both the work performed on the Wattle and the facilities
we are developing in the yard.
Targets
The original target of having the Wattle watertight and capable of being refloated by the middle of 2013 still stands and I
think we have a reasonable chance of making it.
Once we have achieved this particular target our options open up considerably. Ideally we would keep the Wattle at 19 South
Wharf for the completion of the refurbishment, only refloating once we have her close to ready for service. If, however, 19
South Wharf becomes unavailable for whatever reason, we then have the capability of towing the Wattle to some other work
site.
Our later, and more flexible targets, are unchanged at this time:
 Completion of Survey and technical repairs – Feb 2014
 Completion of Cosmetic and Domestic work – Nov 2014
 Return to Commercial Service – Jan 2015.*
Other Notes
As the project manager, I have always known that this would be an unusual job. The scope contains a lot of unknowns, the
budget is a small steady stream over a longer period rather than a lump sum and volunteers come and go with their own
particular skills and contributions. For those reasons, if we don’t meet the original targets we should not be beating ourselves
up providing we have made a good push to reach them.
For those of you interested, a copy of the current schedule and last financial year’s repair expenditure are available from the
committee.
Overall, I am very optimistic about the project. It will take us a couple more years of steady effort but we have the plan, we
have the people and we are making progress. I am looking forward to seeing the Wattle back in the water, under steam and in
survey before she has too many more birthdays.
* Depending on the resources available return to commercial service could occur at an earlier date than that indicated.
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Someone from the Wattle?
This Christmas just past one of our older mariners who had retired from a somewhat colourful seafaring career hosted
Christmas dinner for his extended family. They came from far and wide, and everyone was encouraged to bring all the
children and grandchildren as well.
During dinner his four-year-old granddaughter sitting opposite constantly stared at him. Through all the courses of turkey,
ham, pudding and ice cream the girl could hardly eat her food for staring. The old salt checked his shirt for spots, felt his face
for food, patted his hair in place and blew his nose in case there were any dags, but nothing stopped her from staring at him.
He tried his best to just ignore her but finally her staring was too much for him. In exasperation he leaned across the table and
asked in an irritable voice "Why are you staring at me?"
Everyone at the table had noticed her behaviour and heard the old boy’s question. The table went quiet waiting for her
response. Without hesitation the little granddaughter said in a forthright manner
"I'm just waiting to see how you drink like a fish."

Restoration photo record

Vic replacing rotted deck planking

Richard preparing deck planking for caulking

Before: Starbd hull with new plating up to the boiler compartment.

After: Waterside Engineering removing more shell plating.
Water tank exposed; plating off for boiler compartment.
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Tony cutting out old rudder box

The near complete new rudder box

Ian, Anthony and Ben shifting the prop into storage

Removing the sponson and revealing more corrosion

John and Howard working on the oil heater

Jim and JC painting the boiler
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Wattle history – Graeme Andrews recalls time on the Wattle Part 2

Graeme’s third set of encounters with the Wattle occurred when he was a volunteer working
with the Lady Hopetoun and Port Jackson Marine Steam Museum in late 1969 and the early
1970s.
“Well the Wattle was paid off and at this stage I was working on Seacraft (a boating
magazine) and ….. the Lady Hopetoun and Port Jackson Marine Steam Museum. We (the
Museum) are the great unwanted in Sydney Harbour and have been kicked from pillar to post
for the last nearly 50 years. Every where you go you are a dirty old boat and nobody wants
that or it’s a waterfront that somebody wants to spend billions on.
In Blackwattle Bay, which is on the Sydney side of the Anzac Bridge, there was a concrete
structure - I don’t know who owned it but it had something to do with the various power
stations in Sydney because the top deck of it had a dumping chute and the bottom deck had two concrete berths which you
could push a lighter/hopper into and then trucks could unload coke and coal dust and shavings and the rubbish that comes
out of coal fired power stations. In the past the tugs would take these barges out to sea and dump them and bring them back.
We were allowed to use this under sufferance because they weren’t dumping rubbish any more. We were able to keep the
Lady Hopetoun completely under cover – which was rather good. Then we had the Waratah from the end of 1968 so they
started thinking about refloating her. …. We came up with this really brilliant idea of building our own graving dock. There
were lots and lots of talented young people who were prepared to do anything and did. And so we managed to put the
Waratah in the dock in such a way that she would sit on the bottom in due course and then they built a dock gate and made it
waterproof. Because we have always been very good bludgers, we got the Sydney fire brigade to come down and pump out
the dock. And we had her in that dock for two to two and half years (memory, memory!) I suppose; and in that time we totally
replaced the hull using rivets. We had to find people who could teach us how to do that first. So we had some really old
riveters teaching some very young would be riveters . And they completely rebuilt the hull. Scrounging dollars to buy a plate
here and there – as you do. And when she (Waratah) was all put back together again they got her passed the survey – they
had the Maritime Services Board involved right from the word go. So they got her passed through the survey, got the dock
pumped full of water and took the gate away from it and however long later – I can’t recall because I had periods of activity
and less activity with them – they pulled the Waratah out and took her to Blackwattle Bay somewhere. So they pulled her out
and we had some old wooden wharves which had been used by a ship called the Burwah and while they were replating the
Waratah the Wattle went onto the market and a couple of our members bought it. And the Wattle appeared alongside.
So those of us who were not doing something on the other two ships did things on the Wattle from time to time. And we
looked on the Wattle as being more of the stuff we have already got.
I didn’t work on the Wattle much and I didn’t go out on her except once. We had a fellow called Karl Kortum. He was the
absolute doyen of sailing ships world wide. He came from San Francisco, he was a square rigger, he sailed square rigged
ships during the Second World War. He is directly responsible for saving the Falls of Clyde in Hawaii, the Polly Woodside
in Melbourne and the James Craig where we are; the Star of India in San Diego . You will find Karl Kortum in there
somewhere in the restoration of every one of those vessels. He died some ten years ago. An uneducated man who was a
professional seaman and a bloody good organizer. With the Polly Woodside he was the person who got Graeme Henderson
interested in it way back. So he (Kortum) and his wife were out her so we took them out on the Wattle because she was
operational and the Waratah wasn’t. The Waratah had a hull and superstructure but didn’t have a funnel or a wheelhouse at
that stage. So that was a great day – but that was about the only time I went out on her on the harbour. I wasn’t driving. That
was 1974 when Karl Kortum was on board.
But the next time I did drive her for a short period was when I had just taken over on Seacraft. In 1979 I was sitting in Kent
Street minding my own business running a magazine and one of the museum members who was involved with the Wattle (I
can’t tell you who) rang me up and said “We need to take her out for a run, can you do it and how soon.” I am running a
monthly magazine with a staff of one. Anyway, I hopped on my motor bike and shot down – which wasn’t very far away and
leapt on board. There is a photograph which you have got showing me leaning on the wheel like this, with hair all over my
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head, trying to make the steering wheel turn. I nearly hit the bridge with it! So I went down there, a few other people flashed
her up, and away we went for a run around Rozelle Bay and Wattle Bay. I managed to hoot the bridge up enough to get the
bridge open and through we went. I had got her on the back swing and I was still trying to straighten her up to go through the
bridge and I am using every bit of strength I had and “I am not going to make that bloody bridge F#*k get her over!”
Anyway we did and took her out.”
JM She is poor on steering? “Well I couldn’t force the wheel around and I am as fit as a mallee bull – I am 32 years of age
and still lifting weights and I couldn’t shift the bloody wheel. That’s scary stuff. Anyway we took her down the harbour,
around Goat Island and back up again and I said “We are not going any further fellas – this thing is scaring the daylights
out of me.” So we went back through the bridge and tied her up at the same wharf we got her out from and that was the last
time I set foot on her until I met her in Melbourne when I went down to do the taxation incentive for the arts valuation.”

1922 Admirals Barge Janet
Built in 1922 at Garden Island in Sydney, Janet was once fixed to the deck of HMAS Melbourne until the 5400-ton light
cruiser was scrapped in 1928. It is probably the oldest surviving useable motor boat/pinnace of RAN origin in Australia.
Janet was built as an elegant passenger craft for up to 16 people seated in fine weather (or 8 in the rain) and was carried
aboard the flagship for use by the Admiral to visit the fleet’s ships and to bear him ashore.
It is believed that Janet moved from the RAN into private ownership in the late 1940s. After years in private hands Janet was
donated to the National Trust in 2005 who then partnered with Victoria University’s Boat Building School at its Newport
Campus to undertake restoration. Unfortunately recent cuts to the funding of tertiary education in Victoria have resulted in
the closure of the Boat Building School (the only one in Victoria) and the halt of restoration.
In this context the National Trust approached BSMM in early 2012 to sound us out as to taking over the restoration. With the
support of our benefactors from Sorrento Steam an arrangement was made for the transfer of Janet into our hands. The
restoration of the hull by Victoria University has been executed in accordance with the original plans and, where practicable
(apart from electrical tools), used the materials and techniques of the early 1920s.
The 11.5m barge has been restored to its teak planks and spotted gum keel and ribs, while the cabin, engine, furniture and
fittings are in storage.
Traditional boat builder Mike Hurrell has been invaluable in assisting the transfer of Janet to the Sorrento Steam and BSMM
group by storing her undercover in his boat yard until work can commence on her. Janet was moved from Victoria University
to Mike Hurrell’s yard on 7 December 2012.

Janet at VU being prepared for lifting

Janet safely installed at Mike Hurrell’s shed
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Members

Steve Gibson cutting out old timber sponson

Russell Danby shows off his new artwork

Ian and Ron our vigilant quartermasters

John Rogers showing Charlie how to cut a gasket

Dick Francis receiving his Life Member certificate from Tony Lewis

In the corner is John Gouldstone allegedly painting the boiler
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Absent friends – Don Walker
Donald Ernest Walker. 14/04/23 to 15/09/12
Don Ernest Walker, affectionately known as "Donny", a long time
volunteer with BSMM was a much loved friend of all who knew,
worked and sailed with him. He was a very disciplined, loyal
member of our team who could always be relied upon to do any task
within his ability when asked. Always ready to put his hand up for
charters and often worked with Dean Langford on Sunday public
cruises.
Don was part of the team that assisted in the preparation of South
Steyne for the delivery of South Steyne from Melbourne to
Newcastle in 1990 and was a member of the crew for that delivery
voyage.
Don lighting the boiler fire on South Steyne on a trip between Sydney and Newcastle in 1994

He was also one of the select crew, along with Kevin Benton, Ron Bell and myself who returned to Newcastle each time
South Steyne steamed around Newcastle harbour or for the many trips to Sydney to steam around the harbour for the
Australia Day celebrations. Don had great work ethics and I remember of one occasion, him being assisted from the stoke
hold of South Steyne suffering heat exhaustion and dehydration as he would not leave the hot (55c) stokehold unattended
until relieved. Don will always be remembered for his funny habits, like always, when sleeping in the 6 berth cabin of the
South Steyne with a bottle of soda water between mattress and bunk board to, as he said "to put the fires out", and for his
favourite sayings and jokes of "Channel 10" and 'Country and Western". Detail such as these will be remembered by those
who crewed with him.
We all mourn your passing old mate but will always remain with happy memories
John B Rogers

Donald Ernest Walker Born 14th April 1923 Passed away 15th September 2012.
Don was born and schooled in Northcote. After completing his apprenticeship as a fitter & turner he joined the Royal
Australian Navy in 1943 as a Petty Officer Stoker. He served on the Torrens, Warrawee, and Whyalla also spent some time at
Cerberus and Moreton. After leaving the Navy Don married Dorothy Smith of Adelaide in November 1946. Setting up house
at Rene St East Preston and raised 3 children Stan, Margaret and Philip. Don worked for Alan Morris Heat treating of
Brunswick and then Heidelberg for over 30 years.
Don was also a member of the Naval Reserve Band based at HMAS Lonsdale for over 25 years. Don loved his Brass Band
music and was a player in a lot of other big bands.
Dorothy passed away in 1989 with a sudden and aggressive melanoma illness. Don nursed her at home till the very end. Don
stayed on at Rene St till 2009. It was a sad and hard decision for the family to move Don into a nursing home but his mobility
and dementia were slowly getting worse.
I am unsure of the date that Don first got involved with the Bay Steamers Maritime Museum. I know Don just loved being on
board any ship but he really cherished his time on the Wattle and South Steyne.
On behalf of the family I would like to thank the members for their kind thoughts and condolences.
Yours Sincerely
Philip Walker
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ENGINEERS' ROLL CALL - Ron Stannus
In the 20 years that I have been involved with Bay Steamers I have met and got to know quite a few of the men who
have serviced and kept the engine turning during the many years that it plied the River and Bay. From memory I have
listed them below and there may be others that I have failed to include. Sadly, the largest group is of those who have
gone to the Great Engine Room in the Sky, and the shortest list is of those who are currently qualified and available to
take the ship out. It lends point to the piece about the need for a training programme to produce qualified people to
man the engine room when we return to an active steaming programme.
DECEASED
Jim Marmion
Denis Walton
Jeremy Johnston
Len Stafford
Laurie Crooks
Jack Murphy
Howard Gration
John Carden
Bill Colquhoun

RETIRED OR UNAVAILABLE
Murray Hill
Dean Langford
Alan Whitaker
John Smith
Ross Shilton
John Kovac
Mark Dye

CURRENTLY ACTIVE
Tony Adams
Howard Mumford
Peter Batey
Kim Hollinrake
John Rogers

Website
Peta Knott and Anthony Mansfield have found time to develop a website for BSMM and the Wattle. We think it is pretty
good and will get better as some of us older members learn the skills of website development and maintenance. We would
encourage all members and friends to have a look at it. The website is: https://sites.google.com/site/steamtugwattle/
In addition to the web address we now also have an email address ( wattle1933@gmail.com ). If friends and members wish to
contact BSMM using these new fangled technologies they are encouraged to do so.

Future Events
Ford Thunderbirds at the Wattle Sunday 24 March 2013.
As many of you know Steve Addis from Sorrento Steam is interested in preserving anything old and mechanical. He
showed off this interest during the Austin 7 90 th birthday celebration by bringing his restored Ford Thunderbird down to
the Wattle. Picture below is Peter Batey admiring the acres of metal and chrome of Steve’s Thunderbird.
Steve has now arranged for the Ford Thunderbird Club to show off 40
of the beasts on Sunday 24 March to which members and friends are
invited. We understand Steve is doing this by way of a thankyou to
those who have worked on the Wattle over the last few years. There
will be Steve supplied lunch – and you all know what that means.
Please RSVP if you are coming either send an email via the BSMM
address or let Dick Francis or Jeff Malley know.

Australian Maritime Museums Council Conference on 7 – 9 March 2013
This year the conference is being held at the Queensland Maritime Museum. The conference theme is - Catching the Tide:
Relevance in a changing world. Details are available at: http://maritimemuseumsaustralia.org . Anyone interested in
maritime history can attend this conference. The conference will cover topics such as how to deal with large objects,
operational versus static display and a practical session on restoring historic vessels.
Our Anthony Mansfield is giving a paper at the conference titled “Achieving Survey for Historic Vessels in a Changing
Legislative Environment”.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd. may be contacted at P.O. Box 98, Albert Park, Victoria, 3206 or through the Chairman Tony
Lewis on 03 9846 1819 (email ailston@iprimus.com.au ) or Secretary(and Editor) Jeff Malley on 03 9876 2213 ( email
jeffmalley@bigblue.net.au).
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