Editorial
From the Gurindji strike and indigenous land rights and reconciliation movement of the early 1970s (dating myself again)
Paul Kelly and Kevin Carmody wrote the words of the song “From small things big things grow”. For this past year a few
small events have engaged BSMM and appear to be growing into much bigger things. From our renewal of contact with the
Victorian National Trust in February at the annual meeting of Maritime Museums (refer to the April 2012 edition of
Steamlines) some interesting developments have occurred – but more detail about that in our next edition. From another small
event - our shared birthday bash with the Austin 7 Club and earlier discussions with amongst others Melbourne City Council
and Vic Urban – we are now part of a wider discussion group considering the establishment of a broad based transport
museum at Docklands. The initiative for this came from Jon Faine of ABC Radio 774 fame, who as a consequence of our
Austin 7 day asked us to join in supporting his idea of a transport museum for Docklands. This idea has now grown into a
comprehensive meeting group led by the Lord Mayor Robert Doyle with representatives from many of the volunteer
organizations with marine, train, tram, and automotive interests. What was significant at this first meeting was the goodwill
shown towards a shared cooperative approach to establishing such a museum which at the same time would preserve the
unique activities of each group. Could this be a world beating first? More in the next issue. In the meantime the restoration of
the Wattle continues.
Interest in the restoration of the Wattle is growing if the speaking engagements of Anthony and others are a guide. Anthony
has addressed the MAAV, the Ship Lovers Society and the Engineering Heritage Conference in recent times.
AGM notice. It is approaching that time of year again for reporting and election of office bearers to BSMM. A notice for the
AGM on the 24th November is on page 10 of this newsletter. If you have friends, acquaintances or relatives who might be
interested in joining the BSMM and restoring old ships then invite them along and come for lunch (about 12.00).

Mori Flapan correction. In the last issue of Steamlines I incorrectly identified that Mori Flapan was a member of
the National Marine Safety Committee. Mori has never been part of the National Marine Safety Committee itself
but was until July 2011 employed as Technical Advisor to it. The articles he wrote on historic ship compliance to
emerging national standards were written during the years when he was associated with the NMSC.

From the Bridge
Tony Lewis Chairman of the BSMM Board
We continue to make steady progress in our work of Wattle refurbishment, progressing through the
forward compartment (now nearly complete), to the boiler area where Waterside Engineering has almost
completed the re-plating, to the stern where ballast has been removed and the propeller shaft cowl plates
await re-installation.
The forward decking timbers have been repaired or replaced and the plugging of bolt-holes is
proceeding. When that is finished, the deck can be sanded and sealed.
The engineers’ workshop is a picture of good order, neatness and organization. I think we are all a little
scared of what fate might befall the first person to not return a tool or to put a returned tool in the wrong
place. Next candidate for a make-over is the deck store.
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We’ve also started making inroads into our filing cabinets and tidying up the office area. The trouble there is that each file
has to be examined and that leads into enormous diversions into the history of the Wattle and all the goings – on from the
1970s until today. Fascinating stuff, but time-consuming. There’s a book in there somewhere just waiting to be written.
The “Demo Dunny”, a mock-up of a two-toilet arrangement (See “Wattle Galley Plans”, Steamlines October 2011) has been
erected, inspected, discussed, approved and demolished to make way for a changing room in the northern end of the
carpenters’ workshop.
The highlight of the period since the last edition of Steamlines was our hosting of the Austin 7 Club’s Annual Rally,
celebrating the 90th anniversary of the Austin 7. Fine, sunny weather greeted our guests and their gleaming, lovingly restored
cars which made an impressive sight, lined up along North Wharf in front of Wattle. More than 40 cars were on display and
brought about 90 visitors to site. Our own invitees and regular volunteers added another 30 or 40. Sadly, apart from those
volunteers, only three of our members were able to attend.
Our site was impressively clean, tidy and organized. Our work on Wattle was duly appreciated, especially by those who were
led on tours of the ship, our workshops and our historic display.
The downsides of the event were that we lost a few Saturdays’ work on Wattle as we prepared the site and we didn’t get the
publicity we anticipated. The upsides were that we earned a lot of goodwill, we have a tidier and more manageable site, we
became more safety conscious and we proved we can cater for a large event (Roll on our re-launch!). We plan a few more
events and Members’ Days but next time, we’ll buy more sausages.
I’ve mentioned several times the work we’ve done and the things we’ve achieved lately. Apart from the specialist work by
Waterside Engineering, it’s all due to the volunteers and just so you know who they are, here are the “Regulars”: Tony
Adams, Peter Batey, Jeff Braun, Ian Clark, Dick Francis, John Gouldstone, Kim Hollinrake, Peta Knott, Victor Langlands,
Tony Lewis, Jeff Malley, Anthony Mansfield, Howard Mumford, Besim and Sonny Naga, Bill Oxenard, Kurt Reiger John
Rogers, Ron Stannus, Charlie Thorpe and more recently Richard Sbrana. Rob Newlands labours away from site on our
records and history.

Restoration Report
Anthony Mansfield Project Manager
Project Manager’s Report for June/July/August. Sometimes I feel like the progress on this job is very slow but then I do this
quarterly report and tally up what we have done over the last three months we have actually achieved quite a lot. I was going
to discuss what we have been doing but I think the list speaks for itself:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New scaffold bought and erected
New stairs built to main deck
Pallet racking reorganised
Toilet mock up built for evaluation and then dismantled
New change room established
A BIG clean up before the Austin 7 day
All the insulation removed from boiler
Fuel pumps refurbished and reinstalled
Main engine oiled for preservation
Tail shaft machined
Removed concrete and iron ballast from aft engine room
Removed concrete from rudder trunk
Internal structure installed in fwd accommodation
Stern tube cowls fabricated
Fwd Deck planks replaced
Naval Architect submitted his report
Fire extinguishers serviced.

We have also had Waterside Engineering in for a little over three weeks this quarter as well and they have completed a lot of
the welding in the fwd accommodation and started installing new plates under the boiler.

2

We are gradually falling behind our original schedule that I produced in July last year but considering the unknowns in this
job I think we are still doing pretty well! We should still be able to make our original goal of being able to refloat next year
(NOT operational, just refloating!). Whether we actually want to refloat is another question. While we have the current site
and our workshops set up it would be better to do as much work as we can on the hard stand.
All of the volunteers are to be congratulated on a quarter which has shown good progress.

Austin 7 Club – 90th birthday bash at the Wattle
On July 21 the Austin 7 Club of Victoria celebrated
the 90th birthday of the Austin 7 at the Wattle
restoration site at 19 South Wharf. Over 40 Austin
7’s in various guises turned up – ranging from
standard sedans, “special” sedans, racers, hill
climbers and a panel van! Thrown into the mix were
a couple of Jags, an Austin Healey and an enormous
Ford Thunderbird. The acres of metal work on the
Ford contrasted sharply with the diminutive Austin
7’s. As host to the Austin 7 birthday bash the Wattle
crew laid on a BBQ and opened up the ship for
inspection and in turn were able to compare 1930’s
automotive and marine technology.

A sunny day at 19 South Wharf – just right for a display of old cars

Anthony and Jeff admiring the engine room of an Austin 7 Meteor

The engine room of an Austin 7!

The Ford Thunderbird. An Austin 7 would fit in the boot.
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Peter dreaming about racing this little machine against his Austin Healey
n

Captain Dick farewelling Bruce who offered to do the signwriting
on the bow of the Wattle

A very handsome boat tail tourer

Is this the Holden Special version of the Austin 7?

Someone from the Wattle?
A while ago a former member of the Wattle suffered a serious heart attack while shopping at Myers. The store called 000 for
an ambulance when they saw him collapse to the floor.
The paramedics rushed our old sailor to St Vincent’s Hospital where he had emergency open heart bypass surgery.
He awakened from the surgery to find himself in the care of the nuns at the Hospital. As he struggled through the haze of
dissipating anaesthetic he saw a nun seated next to his bed holding a clipboard loaded with several forms and a pen.
When he was fully awake she proceeded to ask him how he was going to pay for his treatment. “Do you have health
insurance?” she asked.
He replied in a raspy voice, “No health insurance.”
The nun then asked, “Do you have money in the bank?”
He replied, “No money in the bank.”
“Do you have a relative who could help you with the payments?” asked the irritated nun.
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He said, “I only have a spinster sister and she is a nun.”
By now the nun was quite agitated and announced loudly, “Nuns are not spinsters! Nuns are married to God.”
The old seaman fixed the nun in his gaze and then replied, “Perfect. Send the bill to my brother-in-law.”

Restoration photo record –lifting the boiler, scaffolding, more concrete and the foredeck

Ron Stannus constructing the stairs for the new stairway tower

The new stairway tower in place

Vic Langlands and Tony Lewis discussing decking solutions

An example of Vic’s handiwork on the foredeck
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New frames and platework underneath the boiler

The naked boiler stripped of insulation

Restored fuel pump about to be reinstalled into the engine room
Old plates removed to show port water tank. New platework underneath.

Looking down into the stern

The new scaffolding in place for work on the stern section
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AMMC visit
On the 19th June we had a visit from the Australian Maritime
Museum Council. Council members are drawn from member
maritime museums throughout Australia and include our Peta Knott
(white coat centre). As keepers of the Australian historic ships
register the AMMC members were keen to view progress on the
Wattle restoration.

Wattle history – Graeme Andrews recalls his RAN days and his odd time on the Wattle Part 1
Graeme Andrews had three periods of engagement with the Wattle. The first was in the late 1950s
as a sailor in the RAN when the Wattle was a civilian manned tug. The second was in the late
1960s when Graeme had just left the Navy and the third when it was acquired and operated by
some members of the then Lady Hopetoun and Port Jackson Marine Steam Museum (now known
as the Sydney Heritage Fleet) in the early 1970s. At the time of writing Graeme Andrews is
probably the last person from the RAN to have worked on the Wattle when it was still an active
Navy ship. He has maintained his interest in the ship and other things maritime, particularly naval
history and has an extensive photograph collection of the Wattle and other ships. I interviewed
Graeme in February this year. His first two encounters are reported in this edition of Steamlines.
The next edition will cover his third encounter after he left the navy.
“My first meeting with Wattle would have been about 1959 as a seaman in the Navy. Now in those
days she used to be used every now and then for target towing. An awful thing to do. On a couple
of occasions I was declared a “spare sailor”. Spare sailors are a very vulnerable mob. You go in in the morning and you
have no idea what is likely to happen to you. And so on at least two occasions I found myself at 7.30 in the morning in the
back of a truck hurtling down to the South East Pound with a sandwich lunch in my hand and a bottle of water. They were
your stores for the day. And onto the Wattle and off you went. And what we were doing was towing a battle practice target. A
battle practice target was a big wooden structure – it is almost like half a catamaran. It has a big mesh arrangement, a lattice
of battens covered with light canvas, almost looks like a sail and acts like one. And we were leaving at 8 o’clock in the
morning to tow this thing somewhere down towards Jervis Bay. She (Wattle) used to have a sea speed of about 4.5 to 5 knots
when towing; and we towed for about 6 hours, a bit north of Jervis Bay. All of a sudden some sort of naval ship would loom
on the horizon and hurl away valiantly at this target while we all hoped they were doing it properly.”
“The tow was about 600 metres on wire and Wattle didn’t have any sort of powered windlass so you had to wind it all out
backwards and then you had to wind it all in backwards and pull it up alongside while she rocketed off home later on at 5
knots. By the time we had done that and come back it was a hell of a long day. The destroyer, or what ever it was, would
spend half an hour punching holes in this thing and would then hurtle back to Sydney at 25 knots being followed by
imprecations and bad language. But we would get back alright. We didn’t get any food on board; she really didn’t have a
working galley any more that I can remember. The ships crew, four of them, weren’t really keen on us sharing their
accommodation so we spent the day on the upper deck wherever we could find shelter, which isn’t much and if you were
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coming back up the coast with a Nor Easter at 4 or 5 knots and towing a target, you get wet, you get cold, you get miserable
and you get shitty. All of the above! So that was my first experience of the Wattle.”
“The permanent crew were people we didn’t even know. They were Garden Island dockyard employees. There would be four
of them, they would try to avoid us as much as possible and were quite successful at that. There were two in the engine room
and two on the bridge most of the time or one at a time on the bridge and in the engine room with the others forward having a
snooze.
They were old blokes, like their tug and fixed in their ways and rather annoyed at having to go to sea anyway. I think that
they probably put it down as our fault, and there were probably 15 of us. We got underfoot and we got seasick and they
wished to hell we weren’t there and they wished to hell they weren’t there and it was a damned miserable day for
everybody.”
Graeme’s second period with the Wattle occurred when he left the Navy as a Petty Officer – Gunnery, after 13 years of
service. Graeme continues his story…..
“I was working in the Navy from 1955 up until 1968 and I got fed up with the navy management…… so I decided to have a
mid life crisis and turn myself into a professional writer, which is quite different from being a Petty Officer in gunnery. So
first off I had to get myself a job for at least 18 months because the Navy in those days in its wisdom did not pay you any type
of long service leave until you had completed 15 years and I had 13 years and a couple of days up. So I got a job at Garden
Island as a labourer.... When I got my first weeks pay as a labourer at Garden Island they counted out in my hand $38. I
nearly had a fit. I can remember saying this “but I have been here all week”…..so I had to do something quickly. So I went
away and got my coxswains certificate rapidly. In the meantime I became a deckhand at the NE Pound at Garden Island
which is the zoo end. …. The Wattle, when I started down there was laid up pretty well. She was getting pretty close to the
end of the time when they were going to use her. Wattle was not used very often. When she was used she had the same
engineer (who I didn’t know his name) and the same skipper who I used to know his name but that has disappeared. And on
occasion because they knew I had an interest in these sort of things they would say “do you want to go and scrub out shit
houses or do you want to go out on the Wattle for the day”. It wasn’t too hard to figure that one out.”
“When I got onto her, which was occasionally, the skipper would let me take the wheel when we were towing. I was starting
to learn how to tow because when I left the Navy I thought I was a pretty competent boat handler and when I got to Garden
Island I found out a great deal about boat handling that I had never began to hear about as yet. I began to find that out quite
quickly. But Wattle was very hard to drive. Her steering was incredibly restrictive – I can’t remember whether she has got
steam steering or not.”
(JM She has now - she wasn’t designed with steam steering.) “Well she would have had steam steering in my day too but
whether it was working very well is another matter. I took her with a 600 ton fuel barge across to Clifton Gardens one time,
the skipper was on board but I did everything under his beady eye from a distance. It was really interesting because she had
a towing capability of one of those old army workboats. We tried to dodge across traffic and had to avoid this and that. It was
like driving an iceberg. But we got her there and started going astern quite a long way out and we got to where we were
going. But that is all that I really did on her. I scrubbed the deck a few times and did nothing at all in the engine room.
Occasionally we did a day run up to Cockatoo Island if they wanted to take something up there they would hoick me out of
where ever I was.”
More of Graeme’s story in the next issue.

The new Wattle
nd

On the 22 of June a new tug “Wattle” was delivered to the Royal Australian Navy thus continuing the name and function
established by our Wattle in 1933. The new Wattle is a standard Damen 1606 class and was built in the Damen yard at Cheng
De, China. She arrived onboard a heavy lift ship at Newcastle and after unloading steamed (?) under her own power to
Sydney. In dimensions the new Wattle is not that much different from the old, however, in terms of capacity and power she is
many times stronger and more manoeuvrable. It is interesting to reflect on the capabilities of this new ship after reading
Graeme Andrews account of his experiences on the first Wattle. Technical specifications and the side elevation drawing are
provided courtesy of Damen of The Netherlands (www.damen.nl ). A full technical specification of the new Wattle is
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downloadable from http://www.duwsleepvaart.nl/duwsleepsite/damen/WATTLE.pdf We at BSMM wish the new Wattle and
her crew well.
DIMENSIONS
LENGTH O.A.

16.61 metres

BEAM O.A.
DEPTH AT SIDES
DRAUGHT AFT
DISPLACEMENT
(98% CONSUMABLES)

5.94 m
2..52 m
2.23 m
90 ton

PERFORMANCES
BOLLARD PULL

16.7 ton (m)

AHEAD SPEED

11.3 knots

PROPULSIONSYSTEM
MAIN ENGINES
2 x Caterpillar C18 TA / B
TOTAL POWER
894 bkW (1216 bhp) at 1800 rpm
GEARBOXES
2x Reintjes WAF 264L 4.5:1
PROPELLERS
2x Kaplan II fixed pitch propellers
NOZZLES
2 x 1350 mm Van de Giessen "Optima" with st.st. inner rings
RUDDERS STEERING 2 x streamlined, double plates Powered hydraulic 2 x 45°,
with rudder indicator
Photo: Ian Edwards

© Damen

Members profile
ANTHONY MANSFIELD AND PETA KNOTT
Anthony and Peta often arrive and leave at the same time so I am treating them as
an Item for the purposes of this character study.
ANTHONY grew up in Roma, the oil and gas capital of Queensland, and after
completing his secondary education in Brisbane he enrolled in the Australian
Maritime College at Launceston and qualified as a marine engineer. Then it was
off to sea with BHP Transport’s Iron Flinders and Island Gas then TNT Alltrans.
After 10 years at sea, most of it in the Australian Coastal and Trans-Tasman
Trades, he came ashore to enhance his professional qualifications by completing a
BEng (Hons)(Mech) BE (Marine) degree through Adelaide University. He then

9

went to work with the Australian Submarine Corporation on the Collins Class submarines. Now he is with the Australian
Shipbuilding Corporation at Williamstown, working on naval contracts with BAE Systems as the subcontractors.
We have been fortunate in our Project Managers, first John and now Anthony. They have energised us and provided the
leadership to keep the project on track. I discern in Anthony the skills he has learned from some of the big projects he has
worked on.
Peta grew up in Campbelltown near Sydney and completed a degree in Classical Archaeology at Sydney University. While
there she discovered a stash of maritime archive material in the University’s Fisher Library and this stirred her interest in the
subject. She then completed a Masters of Maritime Archaeology at Flinders University, but that was not where she met up
with Anthony. That happened fortuitously on a field excursion rather later, followed by an interlude in Tasmania, and here
they are now.
Today’s world relies heavily on networking and connectivity. In fact it was through hearing Tony Lewis speak at an AMMC
Annual Conference in Warrnambool in February, 2010 that Peta first came to know about the Wattle and she decided with
Anthony to become involved. Peta’s professional role as a museum curator fits well with our plans, both immediate and long
term, and the connections she has with other groups through her position as Project Manager of Victorian Collections (an
online cataloguing system for community collections) will be of great help to us.
...............................................
Peta and Anthony have big plans for their future life together. In their different ways they are important contributors to the
project and we hope that the restored Wattle will have a place in that future.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notice of the Annual General Meeting and Election of Office Bearers
24th November, 2.00 pm at the yard (19 South Wharf)
Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd.

Nomination Form

To Secretary by 17 Nov

Being members of Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd and being eligible under the Constitution we do hereby nominate
......... ..................... ………………………………………(full name) for a position on the Board of Directors.
Signature of Proposer... ..........................................

Date ……..

Signature of Seconder ... ..........................................

Date ………..

I ....................................accept this nomination. Signature………………………………..
Date……..

Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd.

Proxy Form

To Secretary by 17 Nov

Being a member of Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd I nominate the following to act as my proxy at the Annual General
Meeting to be held on November 24th and at any subsequent reconvening of that meeting.
Name of proxy ………………………………………………………….

Signature of Member .....................................................

Date …………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Bay Steamers Maritime Museum Ltd. may be contacted at P.O. Box 98, Albert Park, Victoria, 3206 or through the Chairman Tony
Lewis on 03 9846 1819 (email ailston@iprimus.com.au ) or Secretary(and Editor) Jeff Malley on 03 9876 2213 ( email
jeffmalley@bigblue.net.au).
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